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(Left) A map highlights areas that could 
be affected by a potential gas leak from 
oil wells owned by Plains Exploration & 
Production Company, including new wells 
the company hopes to drill in the future. 
The original map (above), which indicates 
that some Culver City schools might also 
be affected, was cropped before being 
added to a recent environmental impact 
report. To view the maps and the report, 
log on to www.wavepublication.com.

By Arin Mikailian

City staff is currently in the 
process of revising various prac-
tices regarding its master notifi-
cation list, which will be brought 
back to the dais for a vote by the 
end of the month or early August, 
city officials said.

For the past several years, 
the master notification list has 
served as the database for hous-
ing e-mail addresses of local 
residents who volunteered to re-
ceive weekly meeting notices or 
agendas via the Internet.

The database itself sits on a 
server known as Gov Delivery, 
which is owned and operated by 
the State of California.

But recently, some council 
members have criticized the sys-
tem and have cited numerous 
shortcomings as well as sugges-
tions on how it can be improved.

The primary method for sign-
ing up for the list has been by 
accessing the city’s Web site and 
clicking on a link that reads “sub-
scribe” on the bottom of the wel-
come page.

Upon doing so, one would 
then be prompted for their e-mail 
address followed by a list of vari-
ous meeting agendas and current 
city events they would like to be 
kept up to date on.

Agendas range from those for 
City Council to Cultural Affairs, 
while the topics underneath news 
and events include the Sepulveda 
Project and the Exposition Light 
Rail Transit Project.

However, City Clerk Martin 
Cole said these categories will 
be updated to encompass more 
community interests.

“That list will be updated and 
we’d like to keep it to no more 
than 25 items,” he said. “It’s not 

necessarily in the best order and 
it perhaps doesn’t have topics the 
public maybe interested in. It’s 
time to review those.”

In addition to adding newer 
categories, Cole said he hopes 
this updated process will help re-
adjust the number of e-mails that 
are sent out every week.

“We’re trying to define better 
categories so that people who 
don’t necessarily want an e-mail 
every week won’t get an e-mail 
every week and those who do 
want one every week will,” he 
said.

Cole said he and other city 
staff members have been closely 
working with council members 
to take note of their suggestions.

When it came to the online 
subscription page, Councilman 
Christopher Armenta said the 
effort toward finding that very 
link could also be improved so it 
could be more easily found by lo-
cal residents.

“It could be phrased better,” he 
said.

In February, the City Council 
took the first steps toward revis-
ing the master notification list by 
voting to place an extra space on 
the speaker cards, that are made 
available at each meeting, to al-
low the speaker to also write 
in their e-mail address so they 
could be kept up to date on the 
issue they spoke on.

Afterwards, the City Clerk 
adds the e-mail addresses to the 
master notification list.

While the process of making 
revisions to the system are still 
in the works and nothing has yet 
been finalized, Armenta said he 
also brought forth the idea of 
having a computer in place in the 
Council Chambers for the sole 
purpose of collecting e-mail ad-

dresses.
Armenta added if residents 

are given the opportunity to in-
put their e-mails manually into 
the list, it would ensure greater 
reliability than just passing them 
along to be inputted.

“That way you know you did it 
yourself,” he said.

On the other hand, Councilman 
Mehaul O’Leary said it would be 
much easier and more cost effec-
tive if the city officials go into 
the list and make additions or de-
letions themselves.

Having the ability to do so 
would make it easier to verify 
who is on the list, check for any 
duplicate e-mail addresses and 
remove those that belonged to 
residents who have moved.

“I had an idea where we could 
use an impartial university who 
would look at the information 
and eliminate any duplications,” 
he said. “It would also eliminate 
anyone that has moved out of the 
city and might be able to clear up 
some of the non-valid informa-
tion.”

But City Attorney Heather 
Baker said it would be very un-
likely for this to happen since the 
privacy of the e-mail addresses 
are protected by an exemption 
under the Public Records Act.

Despite being prohibited from 
manually editing the master noti-
fication list, Armenta said he re-
mains confident the system could 
be improved when the item is 
brought back to the Council, and 
even beyond that date.

“Yes, the service does exist, 
but it’s the minimal require-
ment,” he said.

Contact Arin Mikailian at   
amikailian@wavepublication.
com.

‘Crash’ 
Producers 
Trade 
Charges

A major oil company 
looks to move forward, 
as local stakeholders 
express concerns.

By Arin Mikailian

A group of Culver Crest resi-
dents and some of their neigh-
bors from abutting communities 
have drafted their own com-
munity standards district, in the 
hopes that it will supplant a simi-
lar document presented by an oil 
company seeking to increase its 
drilling in a nearby oil field.

The announcement of the 
Greater Baldwin Hills Alliance 
Community Standards District, 
on June 19, three days before 
a moratorium on oil drilling by 
Plains Exploration & Production 
Company expired. 

At the head of the drafting of 
the document is 29-year Culver 
Crest resident John Kuechle.

Like many of his neighbors 
who live in the Crest, Kuechle 
and his family were awakened at 
3 a.m. on Jan. 6, 2006, when a 
gas leak from the nearby Bald-
win Hills oil field seeped into the 
neighborhood.

Some stayed home, while oth-
ers like Kuechle were so both-
ered by the odor of the gas that 
they left their homes and spent 
the remainder of the night sleep-
ing in their cars parked in the 

downtown area.
Despite no one being harmed, 

Kuechle has since closely fol-
lowed PXP’s local activity.

Now, with the moratorium ex-
pired, PXP has expressed inter-
est in adding about 1,075 new 
wells in the next 20 years in the 
Baldwin Hills oil field.

However, after recently reach-
ing an agreement with L.A. 
County, PXP agreed not to apply 
for drilling any new oil wells un-
til Oct. 31.

But what caught the attention 
of Kuechle and his peers was 
the fact that the environmental 
impact report, conducted by a 
consultant hired by Los Angeles 

Uncertainty 
as Drilling 
Moratorium 
Expires By Bill Hetherman

City News Service

Hollywood financier Bob Yari, 
embroiled in litigation with two 
former business partners over 
profits from the Oscar- winning 
film “Crash,’’ accused both of 
stealing money from him that 
was generated in an unrelated 
television deal, according to tes-
timony by one of the partners last 
week.

Independent film producer 
Cathy Schulman said the con-
frontations with Yari occurred in 
the summer of 2004, just months 
after the third member of their 
Bull’s Eye Entertainment part-
nership, television executive 
Tom Nunan, had negotiated a 
deal with Sony Pictures Televi-
sion to bring more money to the 
group which to that point had fo-
cused on films.

Schulman and Nunan maintain 
in their lawsuit that they are owed 
millions of dollars in profits from 
“Crash’’ and “The Illusionist.’’ 
Yari, who has countersued both, 
maintains he owes the two noth-
ing.

Schulman said she was the 
first to be confronted when Yari 
found out that she and Nunan 
were receiving payments under 
the Sony agreement. Schulman 
maintains she and Nunan were 
entitled to the money, especially 
considering they had agreed to 
put off receiving their salaries on 
the partnership’s movie projects.

“All hell breaks loose and Bob 
freaks out,’’ Schulman said. “I’ve 
never seen anyone so angry. He’s 
accusing me of stealing his mon-
ey. I’m just baffled and I’m so 
shocked it’s all I can do to hold 
back tears.’’

Yari then confronted Nunan 
with the same comments when 
he entered the room, Schulman 
said. Yari threatened to end their 
partnership at that time, Nunan 
persuaded him to calm down and 
reconsider, Schulman said.

 Like the name of the movie of 
Schulman has called her “shining 
glory,’’ the word “Crash’’ also 
describes the late summer 2005 
downfall of the team that Schul-
man said all three partners had 
such high hopes for when it was 
formed in the fall of 2002.

 Schulman said she and Nunan 
believed that a partnership with 
a well-known financier like Yari 
would help them attain their 
goals of packaging film and tele-
vision projects and sell them to 
studios.

Nunan and Schulman sued 
Yari in February 2006, alleging 
he did not pay them their share 
of fees from the various projects 
during the partnership, including 
“Crash,’’ which earned more than 
$150 million worldwide.

Yari filed his own law suits 
against both in January 2006 and 
again in December of that year. 
In his most recent suit, Yari al-
leges he was not reimbursed for 
his investments in Bull’s Eye En-
tertainment. He also maintains 
he was not given appropriate 
producer credit on some Bulls 
Eye projects, including a pilot 
for a series called “Papdits’’ that 
CBS began distributing over the 
Internet in November 2006.

The trial is being conducted in 
two steps. The current phase is 
being conducted without a jury 
before Judge James R. Dunn, 
who will determine what the 
contractual obligations of the 
party were.

The second phase, scheduled 
to begin later this summer, will 
involve whether any breaches 
occurred and if either side is en-
titled to damages.

In her testimony, Schulman 
said the idea for “Crash’’ was 

Keanu Reeves says he 
did not assault a 
paparazzo in Rancho 
Palos Verdes last year.

By Bill Hetherman
City News Service

Denying that he intentionally 
used his car to strike a paparazzo 
now suing him for assault and 
battery, actor Keanu Reeves says 
in a sworn statement obtained 
Tuesday that the man’s feet 
“tripped over each other.’’

In a declaration filed Monday 
in support of his lawyers’ motion 
to dismiss part of celebrity pho-
tographer Alison Silva’s lawsuit, 
as well as his claim for punitive 
damages, Reeves also maintains 
that after the mishap occurred, 
he returned to the Rancho Palos 
Verdes Estates home where he 
was visiting and asked the resi-
dents to dial 911.

“I brought Mr. Silva some wa-
ter,’’ Reeves’ declaration states. 
“As I was waiting for the para-
medics and the sheriff to arrive, 
a man standing nearby asked Mr. 
Silva what happened. Mr. Silva 
exclaimed, ‘I am a paparazzo. 
He is a movie star. It was an ac-
cident.’’

In his lawsuit, filed last No-
vember in Los Angeles Superior 
Court, Silva maintains that his 
earning ability and job prospects 
have been diminished because of 
the injuries he suffered on March 
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Photog

City to Modify Master- 
Notification Procedures

By Arin Mikailian

The Culver City Council 
unanimously agreed Monday to 
encourage Plains Exploration & 
Production Company to post-
pone any applications for new 
oil wells until after the date it set 
between PXP and Los Angeles 
County officials.

By a 5-0 vote, the Council was 
the latest body to involve itself in 
the day-to-day-issues that have 
arisen since a moratorium on lo-
cal drilling by PXP expired on 
June 26.

Councilman Andrew Weiss-
man said the original motion that 
was to be brought to the dais for a 
vote Monday was going to be an 
agreement to encourage PXP to 
hold off on any drilling requests 
until a date set by L.A. County.

However, since the original 
motion was crafted, officials 
from the oil company said they 
would agree to hold off on any 
upcoming drilling plans until 
Oct. 31.

Although that may have 
seemed to obviate that very mo-
tion, city staff revised it for Mon-
day night’s meeting.

Now, the Council agreed to en-
courage PXP to put a hold on new 
drilling plans until the comple-
tion of a review of the commu-
nity standards district presented 
by the oil company.

With many individuals and 
governmental entities beginning 
to pay attention to the issue since 
the moratorium started and even 
more since it expired, Weissman 
said, he felt having a new dead-
line at the end of October was 
“arbitrary.”

“I have no way of knowing 
whether or not, as of Oct. 31, if 
the community standards district 
may be in place,” he said.

Weissman also brought up le-
gal proceedings, special hearings 
or any other type of scenario that 
may occur throughout the sum-
mer that could keep the commu-
nity standards district from being 
finalized.

“It makes more sense than 
waiting to Oct. 31,” he said.

Weissman said Culver City’s 
role in the decision making pro-
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