
 
Board members present: Mark Salkin, Ron Ostrin, Antoine Durr, Mike Bauer, Rich 
Kissell, Brynn Horrocks, Steve Reitzfeld 
 
Board members not present:, Suzanne De Benedittis, Howard Lichtman 
 
Board not advisors present: Jill McKeon 
Board advisors present: Rosie LaBriola, John Kuechle, Ken Kutcher 
 

1. Call to order:  6:58pm 
2. Introductions 

a. New officers of the board announced: Mike Bauer, president; Suzanne De 
Benedittis, vice president; Steve Reitzfeld, treasurer; Antoine Durr, 
secretary 

b. Board members (re-)introduced, including new board member Brynn 
Horrocks 

3. Motion to approve minutes from prior meeting, by Mark Salkin, seconded, 
approved contingent on correcting one typo.  One darned typo.  Just one!  We’ll 
be sure to leave one in the next minutes too! 

4. Treasurer’s report: treasurer not yet present 
5. Neighborhood Watch Report: 

a. Lt. Dean Williams is now (again) our neighborhood watch lieutenant, 
taking over from Lt. Ron Iizuka 

b. Since October, one burglary in lower Crest area; may have been unsecured 
(read: unlocked) home 

c. Purse left in car, not a good idea 
d. Break-ins in/near dog park, due to stuff being left visible in car 
e. Blair Hills has been having some problems that might be spilling out 

towards us 
f. Violent crime: a homicide at the new fire station, several leads and 

theories, still trying to narrow it down; that type of crime is usually very 
personal; also, domestic scuffle resulted in shooting this past weekend on 
Kinston; over not taking xmas tree lights down; contrary to popular belief, 
shooting did not make xmas lights come down any faster 

g. Q: do security company signs make any difference? A: unknown, but 
“hardening target” is part of what needs to be done, i.e. lock the doors 
when you go out, don’t make a bug screen all that stands between a 
burglar and your stuff 

h. Q: crime we’ve been having is related to solicitation.  A: first thing you 
should ask for is a sales tax license from *Culver City*; everyone pissed 
off at strange dude asking for street number painting contributions at 9pm 
on New Year’s Eve!  

i. Call in to 310/837-1221, even on stuff that is not completed, or even if 
after the fact, so that extra patrols can be added, area can be monitored, 
etc. even if it’s a day or two later 
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j. Q: how long can juveniles be held?  A: 6 hours from arrest to release to 
parent/guardian/institution 

k. Q: any issues with the skate park?  Kids complaining of being hassled 
l. Q: La Ballona Creek issues, esp. w/tasers?  Some shady characters, be 

wary, go in pairs, bring your dog, u-turn if it feels unsafe 
m. Front desk is 310/253-6208, watch commander is 310/253-6202, but 
310/837-1221 is the CCPD dispatch desk, so that is a good # to use; 911 
goes to CHP, which if you want to report something about Culver City, 
they’ll reroute your call to CCPD eventually. 

n. Personnel is down 10%, looking for more staff, budget is sound for this 
fiscal year, 6-8 openings, plus internships. 

o. Problem reported that someone is accessing open wifi networks, possibly 
searching for illegal porn; translation: don’t leave your wifi networks open 
and accessible w/out a password.   

p. Leroy Cisneros is back from his 3rd tour in Afghanistan, is now Capt. in 
national guard 

6. Treasury report: $5800 in account; only revenue is your volunteer donations 
7. Special Guest: Scott Malsin, mayor of Culver City 

a. city facing some serious financial challenges 
b. City is recruiting for new city manager, Gerry Fulwood did not renew his 

contract, and is planning to leave in time for new city manager to have 
impact on city budget 

c. Traffic: measure R passed recently, ½ cent sales tax, CC makes out pretty 
well, makes sure that expo line is built and extended to Santa Monica 

d. Remember prop 1B, state is having trouble selling those bonds, which will 
impact expo line; what one prop giveth, another taketh away 

e. We have instituted a regional traffic planning effort, including two county 
supervisor districts, to do bigger picture transpo planning, multi 
jurisdictional (county: Slauson corridor), exploring creating a joint powers 
authority, will ultimately allow us to apply for federal funding – more… 
bigger…  better…  faster…  cheaper 

f. Budget: CC has adopted a balanced budget for fiscal 08/09, may still be 
able to finish out fiscal year w/out going into red, due to not filling certain 
positions; not expecting to need to dip into reserves; next year, however, 
expecting $3M deficit (out of $84M budget, i.e. around 5%); always 
expected revenues and expenditures were to diverge around now (about 
$7M for retirement benefits promised eons ago) 

g. Over past 10 years, CC’s total job growth has been about 50 employees, 
but 52 of them are not paid through the general fund, e.g. bus drivers, 
sanitation folks, sewer work, i.e. that really means a net job loss but with 
same level (or more) of services; city does not have any really good ways 
to raise revenues; your city still makes the same product, safety, tree 
trimming, etc., while private industry can create new revenue streams 

h. Our services are supported about 2/3rds through sales tax; property tax is 
4th (10.5 cents of every dollar comes back to CC); downtown is great 
marketing for CC and creates allure for CC, but does not generate 
particularly good revenue 

i. Q: update on fire station 2 closing and station 3 opening? 
j. We have $17-18M backlog of road repairs that’s accumulating at about 

$2M/year 



k. Any improvement from Symantec?  Better for mall, but not particularly 
for city as office has minimal impact on sales tax revenue 

l. Animal control: sheltering is now SPCA, but we have our own animal 
control officer; expectation is that it will cost more; real core issue was 
dissatisfaction with county’s shelter; officer will only be active for 
40hrs/wk, but county will be continuing during other 128 hours in the 
week 

8. PXP Oil 
a. Mark Salkin: County did pass the CSD document, and it has requirements 

that the oil company must follow 
b. Claim is that CSD studied wrong project, and project was bigger 
c. Head of L.A. planning department head was fired last week 
d. 4 groups, including City of Culver City and Mark Salkin, are 2 of the 4 

plaintiffs in lawsuits against the County. 
e. court hearing in Feb, should be wrapped up in June 
f. Goal is to have them start this process over again, and have some real 

input and put some constraints on PXP 
g. The 4 lawsuits will most likely become one 
h. Oil prices are currently not at level that makes Baldwin Hills oil drilling 

profitable ($40/barrel and $60/barrel is breakeven point). 
i. 1-800-cut-smog; DVDs about PXP by citizen coalition for a safe 

community, will explain why we are pursuing this, what all there is to do; 
might be a bit inflammatory, does not necessarily represent the views of 
the CCNA board 

j. Ombudsperson Lisa Paillet 323/298-2291 introduced herself, liaison 
between us and PXP, to make sure that PXP sticks to the CSD;  

9. Rules Subcommittee 
a. Mark Salkin: we have found that there are issues internally; plan to have 

series of short meetings over next 10 weeks 
b. issues like who’s on what email list, make new bylaws and or as 

amendments to the constitution 
10. West L.A. College 

a. Mark Salkin: they summarily cancelled our regular meetings 
b. have gotten no response on look of berm 
c. garage is open and running; there’s a lady on the corner waving people 

into new entrance 
d. college did get their funding for next round of expansion 
e. a noise violation, even if emanated from another city, is reason to call 

CCPD 
11. Other Business 

a. Rosie LaBriola: science lab at El Rincon is opening Feb 4th, Symantec has 
also done great deal to fund us, abour $100k of new equipment 

b. Mike Bauer: does anyone have any connections with the administration of 
Marycrest Manor?  We are trying to potentially have our meetings up 
there.  We are having difficulty consistently booking the cafetorium. 

12. Adjourned 8:40pm 
 


